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That Absolutely Compelling; Moral
Obligation Again.

In discussing The New York Per
aid's reninrks on the proposed reservationsubmitted by Senator Hitchcockto Mr. Wilson in January last

and turned down by the self-determlnlngPresident as copulated to "chill
our relationship with the nntlous
with which we expect to be associatedIn the great enterprise of maintainingthe world's peace." our neighborthe Timet, we fear, fails to make
clear to Its own readers the distinctionbetween the proposed reservation
thus summarily rejected and another.The reservation, or rather
"Interpretative declaration,' is hat
triilch the unfortunate spokesman for
Executive autocracy liad submitted
to the Senate about two months earlier.It was the earlier project of
truism and evasion v liieh Mr. Wilsontold Senator Hitchcock In Januaryhe could accept, as It stood.
On the eve of the vote In the ^enIatewhich killed the Wilson Covenant

and recorded the continued existence
of the United States Constitution
Senator Hitchcock offered In forlornhope a set of tive resolutions
of merely "Interpretative" character.
That which concerned Article X. wtij

this:
That the advio; mentioned in ArticleX. of the Covenant of the Uaague

Which the Council may give to the

member nations ae to the employment
of their naval or ml'Itary 'orees Is

merely an advlco which each memrer

to free to accept or 'eject In accordancewith the conscience and Judgmentof its then existing- toveinment.and in the Uni'ed States this
advice can only be accepted by the
action of Congress at the time in

being. Congress alone under the C institutionof the United States having
the authority to declare war.'

Apart from its crude perversion of
the meaning, in international law and
In the French of the treaty, of the
word "advice" as employed In ArticleX., the foregoing declaration is
utterly without practical force or real
bearing upon our nutional obligations
If the treaty had been ratified. Mr.
Wilsow, from the point of view of
his personal pride of authorship, could
well have accepted It "aa It stood"
without departing from his obstinate
Insistence on the article In question
as the heart of the Covenant It suggestednot the slightest modification
of the "absolutely compelling moral
obligation" under the general treaty
engagement upon Congress to semi
troops to fight for foreign boundaries
In certain contingencies not neces

sarlly of Interest to Americans.
As most people now understand,

the academic recognition of Congress'sexclusive authority to declare
or to refuse to declare war merely,
In Mr. Wilson's view r.nd in the view
of his pnrtlsan supporters, shifts th»
direct Impact of the i.bsolutely compellingmoral obligation, superior to
any legal obligation, from direct Executiveaction to the Congress itself.
The obligation necor.es not the less
compelling. The general treaty engagementbecomes not the lesa imperative.

y Hut the reservation which Mr.
Brrcitcot K enclosed 'ii a letter to Mr.
Wilson In January last, and which

iMr. Wit.son declined to accept because
It would chill relations with for* lgn
Powers, was the product of later ef
forts In the Senate to nrrlve by way
of a bipartisan conference committee
at some compromise which might suit
nil parties and permit peace to be concluded.This, and i.ot the earlier
Hitchcock proposal, was referred to
by us in speaking of the subject on

Saturday when we said:
"Last January, whin Mr Hitch|cock was ilotng hie level best to

r prevent the slightest wound to 'ne

Irroaldent'a unerpea-ablr vanity of
atithornhlp, thnt unfoilunate K.nn.or

(tubmlttod to the WhUo Moure u fo m

of comproniltw resolution on Article

X. dArUrtni that th* 1'rilteil Slate*

Resumed no obligation to emp'oy tniliUr>or economic force to preoe; v«

tho territorial or political Independenceof any other country, unleea in

any particular caac the Congrcae. in

the examine of It* e*clualve ronatltutlonnlpower to declare war, ahoitd

|>y act or Joint reaolutlrn eo declare "

ft wnn of tillw propose*! compromise
feohlo enotitrli In It* way, hut by nt

mains so destitute of spine as poor n

IIitchi ix k's orlginsi resolution of
lust November, that the President i
said : "Any reservation or resolu Ion

stating that the 'United States as- i

suines no obligation under such and, I
such an article unless or except' j
would, 1 am sure, chill our relation-'<
ship with the nations with which wejr
expect to be associated In the great ,

enterprise of maintaining the world's (

peace."
The New York Herald nas made!

no mistake, as the Times hastily al-
leges, about either the chronology or

the true Inwardness of Mr. Wilson's
insistence. But what distortion of,1
Judgment or what paralysis of the
powers of measurement, leads our

neighbor to the conclusion that those'1
purely Interpretative "reservations" \1
fsx> culled] offered by Mr. Hitchcock
last November, to the satisfaction of
Mr. Wilson but to the derision of the
right minded and patriotic, "met evenobjectionsincerely urged by Republicancritics"?
That statement is ns astonishing as

was the Times'a announcement, on the!
day after the celebrated White House
conference of August 'nst, that the;
result of the Interview between the.
President and the Committee on foreignRelations should lie to "send the
treaty unchallenged to immediate rati
flcntlon"; that "the Senate may hesitate,but the country will not have a

single instant of doubt. It has given
Irs answer already."
For "may hesitate" rend "didn't

hesitate": for "has given" read "will
give"; and for "already" read "next
Tuesday."

Ogden L. Mills for Congress.
New York has an opportunity in

this election to bring to Its service In
Congress a young man of exceptional
ability. This young man is Oodkn
L.'Mills, who Is the Republican can

dldute In the Seventeenth district for
the House of Representatives.
Mr. Mills Is not going in for politicallife for personal advantage to

himself. He does not need to do 'his
as a means of climbing to a position
of recognition and power. He already
has as good a position in heritage In
the matter of wealth, in education.!'
advantages and in social, profess! -nal
and business contacts ys any young
man anywhere in the country
By profession he is : lawyer, and *1

good one. He lias exceptional force,
a keen mind, is an effective speaker,
and an indefatigable worker.
Mr. Mills lias the serious idea *hat.

situated as lio is. lie owes tils ure t"
the public* service, and in this convic-t
tion he has the vision of sound citizenship.In these days there are far
too few men of commanding ability
who nre willing to make the sacrifices
entailed in a public career which
means hard work and few rewards
from the public. 'I
Oookn Mu.t.s if elected to Cong osi

is certain to make a distinct impressionin the House of Representatives.

MacSwiriey.
Three months ago nobody on this

side of the Atlantic had heard of
Terence MacSwi xrv. Yesterday,
when lie died on the seventy fourth
morning of his hunger strike, he was,

known to everybody who reads.
As an example of the power of the

individual to eoinpel attention the case
of MacSwiney has been surpassed In
recent years only by that of Miss
Cavell. In the nurse's case the involuntarysacrifice focussed the gaze
of the Allied nations upon the shockingfate of one easily visualized person.MacSwiney drew the eyes of
the whole English speaking world
toward his fight against an empire.
Perhaps he t>egan the hunger strike In
the belief that the Government would
yield, as it had done in other cases.

But undoubtedly the latter part of the
strike was carried on in the full
knowledge that the Government would
not yield. The Government stuck to
Its guns, and so did the Mayor of
Cork. Falling to comiiel the Governmentfoliltorale him, MacSwiney still
could keep the centre of the stage for
this cause. It was Inevitable thai lie
should nroiise sympathy. What was

more curious was that he aroused, in
tome tpiartcrs, rape. Persons who dlil

;r.ot like his method wrote to the newsl*I>ercalling him scoundrel ns well as

suicide.ns If ho were personally Injuria*rhein by refusing to eat. And
onion* the clergy of MacNwinky's own
'church there was delmte as to whether
I

It wns suicide or n pardonable exampleof the double Intent. As an Instan* e
of the Importance which the case atItalned In the sphere of ethics It ieed
'only be noted that the Pope lies
deemed it necessary to submit the
question of MArSwtjtrr's martyrdom
or suicide to the Congregation of the

! Iloly Offlce.
Assuming that MscSwivky was

Justly Imprisoned, assuming that the
Hrltlsh Government treated him In

Jail with the utmost gentleness, Acceptingas obvious that MacSwixey
failed of his original nttempt to break
bis Jailer's determination stlli It can

not be set down that MacSwiwev lost
his tight. For to be turned out of

prison as a stubborn hunger striker
would hare been small political c«pl.inina I'.imti'irc.l with infitfvrdom: and
t<» Sinn Fain the Lord Mnynr i* ?i

martyr ami n vary ennsplatinu* ona.

Whatever MacShimv's Intention
were at the beginning nf hi* hunger
otrlka. It la plain that toward the alone
.aftar tha Kin* and file Premier hnd
refused to Interfere-- his aim wan to
die for tha amine he had rome to rapre:sent. Vour Irish antliunlant does not

split athloal halm, and to Minn Kaln.
, prolntbl.Y even to a grant number of

>j Nationalist*- Mai swivvy will ap|iear

m0
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is much the martyr as uny of the men t

.vho died as a fesult of the Faster ris- j
tig four years ago. t

Some kindly individuals will be in- s

lined to say: "Well, thank henveu, i

t'.s over with." I'nfortunutely for the 1

ieople of the British Isles nothing is
iver with except MacSwiney'h pain. j
Tlie agony of the Irish problem grows
vorse. Starving, Mac.Swinky fed his
twn cause. i

«
Vote Against the Bonus Scheme. t

Every voter in the State next Tues- <

lay will get a speclul ballot known <

its Proposition Number One. It is a

blanket bonus propositi applying to ull I

New Yorkers, not above the grade of
Captain in the army or Senior Lieutenantin the navy, that were In the
military service during the war for
not less than two months.
this lumiw moiisure should he dp-

feated because it pi opuses to use

some seventy to seventy-live millions
of dollars jo Rive n bonus to anybody
that served at any time In any place
under any circumstances. It should
lie defeated because It Is going to work
Injustice to the war veterans themselves.
Thousands of New Yorkers who

served In the war need more, deserve
more and ought to get more recompensethan is proposed In the measurewhich provides for a "bonus, the
sum of $10 for each month that such
person was in active service, of not
exceeding a total of $250." But su«-h
needy and deserving ones never can

get what they are entitled-to if tens
of millions are spent by the State to
scatter broadcast sops among those
that worked In comfortable offices at
homo as well as those that fought
abroad; among thbse that made no

sacrifices as well an those that made
sacrifices; among those that suffered
no loss or hardship as well ^is those
that suffered loss or hardship,
Tho question Is not whether the taxpayersshall be spared at the expense

of tho needy and deserving survivors
of the war. The question Is not

whether the State shall be generous
or niggardly. On the contrary, the
question Is shall the public fund he
scattered Indiscriminately and wastefullyby the tens of millions of dollars
when the unavoidable consequences
must ho that those who need more,
deserve more and ought to hnve mora

will never he able to get it because of
the prodigious stun that would he
misdirected and misused if PropositionNumber One were adopted.

Vote against Proposition Number
One and defeat it with the very purposeof having the relief money sj>enf
only in the right, not the wrong, way.
and given only to the right, not the
wrong, object.

ITPSOnl 3iai* 01 HIP IIHIscleneeof Ainerlra."

Mr. liOVis Seihoi.o, an able and
oxiterienced writer on political affairs,
wrote in the World of yesterday 'hat
the politicians were concerned about
this question:

"Can the 'moral conscience of

America' !> sufficiency aroused 'n

support of the league of Nations duringthe next eight ilavs to nullify the

apparent success of the Republican
propaganda which is designed to

convince the greater number of votersthat it is an undesirable thing
for the welfare of the Jolted Statce'"

The "moral conscience of America"
has been thoroughly aroused for a

good many months, and it shows no

sign of weariness in well doing. It
has stimulated the overwhelming majorityof the electors of this couutry
into a frame of mind In which on November2 at the polls tliey will reject
the Democratic candidate and the
Wilson Covenant, once and for all
time stamping with their moral and
Intellectual and patriotic detestation
this Instrument of internationalism
and enntrnot of unrestrained foreign
entanglement.

Cuba's Approaching Kleotlon.

The Cuban national election to be
held next Monday is of particular In-j
terest because of several unusual factors.The campaign has been eon-

ilUCten wunoui lure.u ui revom mn

from any quarter; It a 111 bp conducted
under the laws drawn h,v General
ChowdkR, our I'rovost Mnrshnl 'Jenemlduring the war. who attempted
to devise a code which should preventelection frauds, which have not

been unknown In Cuba; and election
day falls in a season of financial disturbanceIn the Island which u«l
denly succeeded an era of unprecedentedprosperity. IIow the electorate
will react to the "Ircumstnnces In
which It finds Itself Is a matter of
conjecture.

Since Josf. Minrrt. Gomez tried to
overthrow the Cuban Government by
force In 1012 there hnve been numerouschanges In Cuban politics. Th *

Island has made money and the peoplegenerally have shared It. Suyar
has made many of Its people rich, and
most of them comfortable. The fnl1
In sugar prices ended some dreams
abruptly, but while It necessitated a

moratorium It has not produced actualsuffering. Now Gomez Is runningas a Liberal, while against him
Is Zatas, who supported floMtfi !r.
1010 against Me*ocal.
That political enmpalgnlng In rnhn

is no Joke is shown by the fact that
bridges over w hich Gomez Is exi>ecfpd
to pass have a strange way of,being
IHOWI) tip nj u.viliiiiiur, nnoi 1IIIIK to

tile Associated Press.
President Mfnocai,, however, appearsto he doing everything humanly

possible to insure n fnlr election He
has served notice tlint disorder will
not lte tolerated, that the polls will be
protected from frntid and vl >lence,
and that vhilatlou of the election law

<
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will tie punished. The candidates have
mblicly appealed to their supporters
o behave themselves. If moral
suasion can control the turbulent
nlndcd there should be no difficulty
'or tho police and soldiers to tackle.

Mr. Edison Leaves the Greatest
Problem Untouched.

If Mr. Edison's speculations on life
ind death are correctly reported by
he Scientific American, as we assume

hem to he, the theory of the master

slectrlclan and Indefatigable empiric
>n these subjects of universal Interest
md supreme Importance Is fairly set
forth In these paragraphs taken from
his interview:

"I believe that life, like matter, is

indestructible. There ligs always been

a certain amount of life on this

world, and there will always be the

same amou,nt. You cannot create

life; you cannot destroy life; you

cannot multiply life.
"I believe our bodies are composed

of myriads and myriads of lnlinltesimaientities, each In Itself a unit of

life, which band together to build a

man. . . .

"Perhaps the entities in our bodies
are 05 per cent, workers and 5 per

cent, directors. At any rate. It is the

ensemble of all these entitles which

gives us our physical form, mental

properties, personality, nnd so on.

"Once conditions become unsatisfactoryIn the body, either through a

fatal sickness, fatal accident or ild

age, the entities simply depart fr.>ni
the body and leave 'title more than
an empty structure behind. . . .

"At any rate, there is a flxed numberof theoe entitles, and it Is the
same entities that have served over

and over again for everything in this
universe of ours, although the variouscombinations of entitles have

given us an erroneous Impression f
new life and still new life for eath

generation.
"The entitles live forever. You

cannot destroy them. Just the same as

you cannot destroy matter."
Mr. Edison is not dogmatic; lie remarksIn one place that "obviously,

the entire matter is one of conjecture."Me is engaged in the constructionof a machine with the aid of
which he 1 lopes to be able to learn
something, tit least, of the truth of the
problems which have eitgaged the
deepest thought of mankind from time
immemorial.

Hut assuming that Mr. Edison's en-

glne of inquiry Into life and death
fulfils its ranker's ambition, verifies
his theory and sustains his conjectures
concerning their habits and functions,
it will plainly leave the inquirer in a

highly unsatisfactory state of ienoraneeunless it reveals the source from
which the immortal entities Mr. Edisonenvisages originally derived thei**
form and were endowed with their
life, and were assigned to the parts
they play.

In short. Mr. Edison does not in his
present speculations and proposed inquirytouch the supreme problem,
which Is, not how the electrons, the
atoms, the molecules, the dust irom
which man's body comes and to which
that body Inevitably returns, are arrangedwithin the temporary housing
of our brief sojhurn nere, hut whtnee
conies life itself, and why were animatebeings endowed therewith?

General Rush C. Hawkins, who was

fatally hurt by a motor car on Sunday.was one of those men who did not
measure a life's work by the clock of
years. He was back from the Mexican
war and practising law in this city beforesome of our "old men" of the presentday were born. His services in the
civil "war as the commander of Hawkins'sZouaves were memorable. HU
work as an antiquary and particularly
as a collector of books relating to early
printing added to the stock of knowledge.His most considerable writing
was done after he had passed thref
score and ten. General Hawkins i
death takes away one moro useful old
New Yorker.

Oovernor Cox gets ovations In Jersey
>roRklng campaign record; probably th«
biggest meeting ever held in Newark
.Th< World.

If Governor Cox will consult Colonel
Bryan he will learn how deceitful
Newark enthusiasm for a Democratic
candidate for President may be.

An Ohio playground supervisor whe
spends his spare time studying ustronIomy thinks that the world Is in foi
another glacial slide which will «wip«
out Australia. Kven If this happeni
it won't be a marker to the landslidf
scheduled for November 2 which wil
wipe out the Wilson Covenant.

The stauncli schooner Ksperantc
sailed yesterday for Halifax, there tt
meet the fine Delawanna next- weel
for the cljnmplonslilp of the Atlanth
Ashing fleet.. Hhe took no practlc<
cruise and needed no tuning up
Gloucester Ashing boats have a waj
of being always tuned up.

ITesidont Wn.soN, according t<
newspapers friendly to the Covenan
of the T/caguo of Nations. Is "to avolt
all election squabbles." His cxperienc*
<n his encounter with Renator Rpkncbi
was not of a kind to encourage hln
to further adventure In similar fields.

General Bcdknny, having beei
Vnten by th« Poles to the Holshovl)
r-evlce. has switched, and the Twelft!
Soviet Russian Army's commander hni
otrred 1,000,000 rubles for his capture
rlr ad or alive. If he proposes to paj
In paper rubles Bitpsnnt will b«
Justified In complaining that even t

turncoat is wofth more than that.

Ilnhrkl on the Oreat and Solemn Referendum

I heard the Trumpeter divine
Bollloqnlse:

" 'Twlxt Referendum Day nn<l mine
What difference Ilea!"

"For Judgment of the world," quoth he,
"That verdict last.

Mine own angelic majenlv
Shall Mow the blast.

"But for pronouncement on hie deeds
One eolemn morn,

The President, I notice, needs
Blow his own horn!"

MuhAsmrgGii Wiison.

'a* ,
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ARTICLE X. A CONTRACT.
Its Acceptance Involves More Thau a

Moral Ohlifratlon.
To This Nkw Yokk HjckaLP : Voluntarypronouncements of PrMldent Wilsonsupply tho proof that Article X. of

the League imposes not merely a moral
obligation but also an unmistakable
contractual obligation, having the force
and sanction of international law.
At the start of his Western trip last

year President Wilson informed the peoplethat he would explain- the meaning
of the Covenant. Speaking at St. IajuIh
on September 5, 1919, ho explained ArticleX. In the following words:

We are partners with the rest of the
world In respecting the territorial Integ-
ruy ana pouu-&i inuapouuctiuv ...»

others. They arc all under solemn bond
themselves to respect and preserve these
things, and If they don't preserve them.
If they don't respect them and JIreserve
them, what hnppcns7 The Council of the
League then advises the several members
of the League what It Is necessary to do.

Attain, at Salt I.*»ko City on September23, 1919, the T'rcsldent said:

Why 'my fellow citizens. Article X. Is
an engagement on the part of the great
fighting nations of the world, because! all
the great fighting nations are going to^|
be members of the League, that they will
observe, respect and preserve as against
external aggression the territorial lntcg-
rlty and existing political independence of
the other members of the League.
This formal obligation of internationalcontract cornea Into being immediatelyupon acceptance of the treaty.

It necessarily carried with It and makes
of equal solemnity the obligation to employall effective rwiasun a to fulfil It.
Article VI. of our Federal Constitution
declares that all treaties made under
the authority of the- United States shall
he the supreme law of the land. Vattet,
an authority on international jurisprudence.says:

As the engagements of n treaty Impose
on the one hand a p« rfeet obligation,
they produce on the other a perfect right.
Ho who violates hie treaties violates
the same time the law of nations.

Failure to perform the undertaking assumedunder Article X. would involve
grave consequences. The Supreme
Court of the United States has declared
that for the infraction of a treaty a

remedy must be sought through reclamationsupon the party committing the
breach. No one Will doubt that the
other members of the League, including
the powerful nations of Europe, would
adopt, and be justified in using, adequatemeasures to compel this country
to keep its promise, or make amends for
its faithlessness.

Ixnng S. Carpenter.
New York. October 25.

LEAGUE ENTANGLEMENTS.
If America Cot In Wonld the Cove-1

mint Fver Let Her Get Out!

To The New York Herald: SecretaryColby says »one«of the nations in

the League can enter into a new arrangementwith us because the terms
* \,e% It iryinnaulhlfi for

<11 Ule l^ux'iiniii .

them to do so. But the Covenant permitswithdrawal on two years notice,
and if each nation has the right to determinefor Itself when Its obligations
have been fulfilled, as the President
says, then a new league could he formed
In two years without in any way Infringingany of the terms of the present
Covenant.

Ftut perhaps Secretary Colby believes,
with the opponents of the la-ague. that
the withdrawal clause gives the League,
and not the Individual members of it.
the rtght to decide when obligations
have been fulfilled. Under this Interpretationa unanimous vote would be

necessary to allow any nation to f,-ee
itself from League entanglements, and
such a vote-would bo almost impossible
as long as there was a single country
that benefited by the present antljAmerican Covenant.

Secretary Colby's statement* tends to
confirm tbe idea th once we get In we

never would be able to get out. But If
he believes, as the President does, that
we would be the sole judge when our

obligations had been fulfilled, then^he
must admit that all the nations could
withdraw by giving two years notice
and then enter Into a new arrangement
with us.

It Is better to wait two years, or ten

years if necessary, in order to get the
right kind of league than to go into
the present war breeding military
alliance that the Democrats are anxious
to fasten on the country for all time.

Bkooki-yn, October 25. J. Cullem.

WORK FOR BOTH HANDS.

) Authorities Question If Ambidexterity
i Is Advisable.

* From the Medical Ktcard.
Ksjiault asks In La Prcnac HIMicalei

t
for April 21. xxvlll., 24. If It Is advisablethat ono make himself ambldex-
troll*. Plato, Aristotle and Marcus Aurellusbelieved that the left hand Is deI
frauded of ts birthright by a certain
negligence and thut It Is a duty to restoreIts equality. Franklin once wrote

a whimsical "petition of the loft hand
to those who superintend the education

(
of man.'' The same view Is held by
many physiologists to-day.

Nevertheless there Is something to bo

j said on the other side. It may be as,sorted that the work of the left hand Is

, different from that of the right. We

1 need one free hand nnd one to carry luggageor equipment, and hence the right
is used for emergency while the left Is

j continuously occupied. Emergencies call
j for rapid amjl skilled actions, s<^ that the
c right hand specialises In these, the left
2 arm having the greater Endurance. 'The
» right arm Is the dynamic, the left the
. static, arm." The left arm Is also a

r reserve arm when «the right has becomeexhausted. It. Is very difficult to
train the left hand to execute rapid,

> complicated and delicate man«cuvres, but
t It can sometimes readily reverse the
1 movements customary for the right hand,
» as In mirror writing. Hence It would
» appear that to' some extent the educaltlon of the left hand should consist not

of copying the activities of the right
nut or reversing mem.

l True ambidexterity would seem to lmtply tedchlnf the left hand to execute
> Individual movements entirely distinct
' from those of the r\frht so that the Indl,vldual ran perform two radically differrent tasks at the same time. Taylor,
i the American efficiency engineer, ndvolrated the cooperative use of the t\v<

hands In a single task alnn* strict effi
cleney lines, In that both hands could

lt tie busy at the same moment, and thb
appears to he the Rlst of ambidexterity
in practice.

Forewarned, Forearmed. ,

From the tinllna Ntusa.
Our tries of a prudent man Is one wh<

never seen a vampire without thinking ol
n hunt saw.

An Orark Attack on Rascally Profiteers.
From the Vontvap News.

The man who porlrtlea "hoor.e" la an lea
'own In the scale of respectability tha In
knows neither law nor rial ta of property.

3, 1920. .

MR. WILSON'S LAW FAULTY.

Suture at the Premise Made in Article
X. of the Covenaut.

To The New YoiiK Herald: I understandthat Mr. Wilson is a lawyer.
Article X. of the Covenant provides:

The members of the Leaeue undertake
to respect and preserve as against externalaggression the territorial integrityand existing political Independence
of all members of the league.
Senator Knox asked Mr. Wilson categoricallyIf tills provision created any

legal obligation to enforce It. Mr. AV11sonanswered categorically "No, sir."
He Added that It created "an absolutely
compelling moral obligation."

L'nder further questioning from SenatorHarding Mr. Wilson reduced this
compelling moral obligation to a nullity
by saying that we would be at liberty to

judge whether there was any obligation
in a given ease, which right would ob-
vlously extend to all other members of
the League. as Mr. Wilson admitted.
Without undertaking to determine how
an obligation of this description can be
compelling, and without attempting to
ride Mr. Wilson's two horses going tn
opposite directions, let us exafnlne his
law for a moment.
,A legal obligation is a promise or

agreement to do a thing at all eventa
To the lay mind the language of the
Covenant that "the members of the
League undertake to preserve the territorialIntegrity and political independenceof all members of the league" fulfilsthe requirements of the definition.
No condition or contingency is suggested
in the language. It Irf'a flat undertakingto do the tilings mentioned. Why.
then, is there not a legal obligation to do
them ?

In contracts or compacts the word
"undertake" has a perfectly well definedmeaning. It means to promise.
The definition frotn Anderson's Law
Dictionary is: "To assume, engage ; to
agree, promise, obligate oneself." An
undertaking In law is Pimply a bond,
as an undertaking in attachment, replevin.Injunction and the like. ICvcr>
lawyer understands this. An undertakingon appeal is an appeal bond. In
law the clause in the Covenant is the
same as if It read "The members ol
the League bind themselves to," Ac
How can one be bound and at the sami

time not bound? And If we bind ourselvesto do a thing, why Is there not a

legal obligation to do It? .

Mr. Wilson's law is fearfully and
wonderfully made. Where he learned
it one would like to know. While courl
decisions are not needed on so obvious a

proposition here are a few taken al
random:
The words "undertake" and "promise"

are equivalent words. Eastman vs

Anthony. P3 111.' 01(9.
An undertaking is defined by Bouvlei

to be an engagement by one of the particsto a contract to the oth^r. Alexandervs. State. 28 Tex. App. 186.
An undertaking Is a promise. Thompsonvs. Blancliard. 3 N. re. 385.
A simplified bond, without a seal, h

known as an undertaking. Wollenber*

The term "promise" may be a com

tract, a pact, or an agreement. Th<
word "undertake" Is a stronger tern
and implies entering into a stipulation
Dennlson vh. Barney. 4 9 Colo. 442.

Mr. Wilson's legal opinion simplj
comes to this, that a positive agree
ment to do a thing does not put yot
under any legal obligation to do it
which Is about on a par ^yitli his rea
soiling on other subjects.

. C. G. Horner.
Gi'THRik, Okla., October 21.

WITCH DOCTOR S REMEDIES

SupersHi ion In the British ('haunt
Islands.

/ 'row a leitrr in the London Time*.
The accuracy of this story, which wa

told to me in one of the smaller of th
Channel Islands this summer, is vouchc
for by the physicians concerned.
A man was very perturbed with th

condition of his wife, who was lyin
dangerously ill. He consulted a witc
doctor, who advised him to perform th
following teat, which would indicate t
him whether or not his wife would rs
cover. A circle was to be formed o

mercury poured on the ground. In th
middle of the circle dragon's bloo
(rosin ohtained fromm Hremonorou
draco) was to be placed and flred. Th
direction in which the smoke travel le
would indicate whether the lady woul
recover. The experiment was unde'
taken, and from the direction in whic
the smoke blew death was predictei
Apparently the experimenter was nc
astute enough to insure the smoke blow
lug at a recovery angle.
The witch doctor was agnln visltet

and she explained that the patient wn

under the influence of the evil eye. T
remove the spell the husband was d
rected to open his front door at mill
dght, and if anybody was dlscovere
latching the house that person woul
he the culprit, and the spell could oni
be removed by drnwing hi* blood. TV
witch doctor's directions were again ol
served, and as ill luck would have It
harmless but very garrulous little mai

not remarkable for his Intelligence, wu

discovered passing. The victim wn

inveigled Into the house, where, despll
his spirited but unavnlllng protests, h
throat was deliberately cut. Happll
the unfortunate man mnde his escuo

rc|>orted the event to the authorltle
and was saved by the skill of my It
formant. The husband was sentencei
T believe, to one month's Imprisonment

Until comparatively recent times U
Channel Islanders, and. Indeed, most li
habitants of" the remoter Rrltlsh island
were notoriously superstitious. In

proved communication with the mail
land and the spread of education bat

largely driven out superstitions whlc
were long In dying. Hgvnr Oapvain.

Iteflectlons of a Kaw Valley Philosopher.
Froth the Kanrai Clip Sfnr.

The world never moved so fast befnr
We have winter Ice on the fourth of Jul
spring vegetables on Christmas; we buy oi

straw hats In February and our felt h*
In August: we get our Sunday paper <

Saturday night, and our magnitnes a mon

ahead of tlmo. If we telephone a ma.i

Han FranHaho froth New York ha h*a
our voice About four hour* before *c *p a

and If MM one In Japan rend* u* a oahl
:;rant to-morrow w» Ml,It to-day

1A Cantlmu Critic.
From th« /tonne Putin fy IImill,phi

A Kanen* man wa* recently fined flu >,i

I given thirty day* In Jail for murder.
look* like a light punl*hnu»nt for *u:*>
crime, hut not navlng horn acquainted trl
thr victim wo are of oourao not rompato
to Judge

> Tho«o Campaign Fund*.
'From the Dtlrnit h'r*t I'rm».

Hay* Co* to Harding:
"I'd Ilka to know

.fu«t where you're getting
That pile of dough."

r Hav* Harding to Co*:
,

"I'd give a lot
To have tin 1 f the dough
That yon think I've got."

v~

| OPERATORS MEET TO
CUT SOFT COAL COST

I
Cleveland Gathering Viewed

as Most Important in Historyof Industry.

TO ACT ON PALMER PLEA

Fair Price' Schedule and an

End of Abuses Will Be
Strived For.

Cleveland, Oct. 25..Hundred* of b'.-
tuininous foal operators from producing
fields reached Cleveland to-night for a
general meeting here to-mot.ow, at
which a communication from Aitirney|fit neral Palmer urging action toward a
lowering of excessive prices for soft coal
will be taken up.
The meeting, which lias been called

tj Col. D. R Wentz of Philadelphia
president of the National Coal Association.is expected to be one of the most
Important In the history of the Industry.
Judging from arrivals it is anti cipated

that upward of a thousand of the 7,000
.'oft coal producers who have been in-vited to attend will participate in tomorrow'smeetings, and it is assure 1
that the Attorney-General's communicationwill be the basis for a frre and
open discussion of the whole soft coal
situation as it affects prices.

Col. WenA called the general meetingat the request of Attorney-Genera.
Palmer so the Attorney-General's proposalmight be put before all of the
ttprc(tentative soft coal operators.

To Act nn Individuals.

It whs explained to-night that xn«
National Coal Association, whose membershipembraces 2,500 operators, with
more than three-fourths of the aggre
gate soft coal output, which will this
year reach nearly oo0.000.000 tons, enn(not, because of" the nature of its charter,take any action relating to price
fixing. Because of this, Col. Wentz
decided to put the matter before the
general body of coal operators, but as

' individuals, representing the various
- fields.
k While It 1b not thought that the

operators at to-morrow's meeting will
attempt to fix nny maximum price for
soft coal. It is understood the majorityof those operators In Cleveland
to-night might support a resolution

L favoring "fair and reasonable" prices
t and only a reasonable profit to the

operators.
It was also said that out oJ.the meetingmay come a recommendation for

what Is known as "fair practice com,mlttees" of oporators in the different
soft coal mining fields where excessive
prices have existed. Such committees

" have been organized, in cooperation
with the Attorney-General's office, in

- districts in West Virginia, Alabama,
Kentucky and other places recently.

, Those committees aro now working to
r eliminate all abuses in the handling
' of coal after it leaves the mines, as

well as to see that mine prices, wber-»
ever exorbitant, are brought flown.

1 Price* Coming Down.

Operators here to-night said that with
the recent production of soft coal, now

r aggregating neurly 12,000,000 tons a

. week, excessive prices wherever tne>

j have prevailed are rapidly coming
down. The same operators say that

' throughout the coal shortage emergency
the great hulk of bituminous coal has
been sold under contract at the mines
at nominal prices.
Aside from the matter of high prices,

the operators will discuss efforts alreadyunder way, backed by the Na-J
tlonai Coal Association, to eliminate
objectionnbie practices in the re-sale
of coal, both us to expert trade and

' movement of coal for domestic uses.

The association, it was said, has been

cooperating with the Attorney-General'soffice for some weeks to rid the
9 industry of this eVil.
® Before to-morrow's general meeting
J of all operators the National Coal Associationwill meet to take a survey

r» of the soft eoa! situation throughout

g the country,
h
WATCHFUL WAITING

I AGAIN IN MEXICO

* Recognition Will Await Abilityto Keep Order.
' flprririt D'tpalch tn Tub Nkw Yosk Braid.
<1

.New York Herald Biireuu. )
Wnsiilnglorf'. O. C., Oct. 85. |

Definite failure of the mission- of
h Roberto Resquelra to obtain recognition
' for tlie new Mexican Government was

>t made plain to-day at the State Dcpartr-ment, where officials Indicated that reeognltionof Mexiro would await much

^ more knowledge of the character and
' purposes of the new Mexican Governmcntthan has yet been available.
" Department officials have been plainly'
'* restive under the suggestion that the
I- mission of George Creel, which was fol-
<1 lowed by the recall of Calderon una the

d appointment of Pesquelra, has, been offlyclally performed an<l equally restive bej0
cause of the suggestion. that the Creel
mission was for the purpose of override
Ing the State Department itt Its dealing

8 with Mexico.
11. The State Department i* falling back
is upon the declaration of the 1 remocratle
ls platform eo far as recognition of the
> new Mexican Government Is concerned.
In This position is Interpreted as meaning

y that If Mr. Creel's Influence is sulllciorit

p
to overcome the opposition of the State

Department in Its attitude toward
' Mexico it will have to be sufficiently

V" j strong to obliterate the declaration of
the San Francisco convention, which

I said that until the new Mexican Governmentshall hnve given proof of Its ability
permanently to maintain law and order,
and meet Its International obligations,

i- Mexico must realise the propriety of u

i- policy that hsserts the right of the

re tTnlted States to demand full protection
for Its cltlxer.s.

| The State Department was Informed
to-day that M. T. Sevrey, an American.
had been murdered In Cananea, Mexico.
The American Consul at N'ogales has

I' been Instructed to have the local authoritiesthere take all possible measures

to apprehend the murderer. The Consul
" j said press despatches reported that the

murder was committed by Raymondo
' Navarre, a miner who had been dlsthcharged by the Cananea Copper Commpany. and who escaped. Sevrey was a

r< resident of Rlsbee, A fix.

« U. S. INTEREST IN PIPE LINE.

Hhl|>|»ltiK Hoard (hnlrmiin Xnt

Annrr of Kitrnl.

Washington, Oct. 25..Chairman
iH Hcnson of the Shipping Honrd said to.
Ii nlxht that the hoard had some Interest
» In tho proposed oil pipe line over the

'Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico, liut
a' what the extent of that Interest was

did not as yet know.
An expert was sent to the Tampion

fields come time ago, Chairman Heneonan Id. to mnke a survey of oil productionthere In an effort to apeod up
the turn around of American veaaela In
Mexican ports. Whether there had
eome out of that survey negotiations
eonoernliiK the pipe line, the ehalrmun
mid he did not know, nddlng that he
would take steps to net » lull report

I on the fltuatton.

1
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Daily Calendar
THE WEATHER.

For JSaatern X?w York.Unsettled todayand to-morrow probably showers.
Not much change iu temperature; moderateshifting winds.
For New Jersey.Unsettled to-day and tomorrowprobably showers; not much

change in temperature; moderate shifting
w Inds
For Northern New F.ngiand-Cloudy

to-morrow showers; not much change tu temperature;moderate north to east winds.
For Southern New Kngland.Cloudy today;to-morrow showers: not much chance

In temperature; moderato winds, mostlynortheast to cast.
For Western New York.Rain to-day and

to-ntorrow; not much change in temperature;moderate to fresh easterly winds, becomingwesterly to-morrow.

WASHINGTON, Oct. 2.1..Pressure waslower to-day over neurly all sections exceptthe Far Northwest, ami there were centresof depression to-night over northwest Minnesota,eastern Missouri and tin west Gulf.Kain fell within the last twenty-four hoursin the southern lake region the Ohio, mi ldieMississippi and tower Missouri \allcy*and the Southern States. Fair weatherprevailed In the mlddh Atlantic and northAtlantic States and from the northern plains IStates and the Rocky Mountain region west- Iward to the Pacific coast. Tlie temperature I
was somewhat higher In the Atlnntlo States Ito-duy. while cooler weather overspread Ihn I

isrKS\
( list of the MUaTssIpp" River

'" "" "Prt,on*

.OUV°,>k ,nr "titled, showeryh. Hlh. p nlrr"?. generally In l|,« States cast
the AnMlYioi 1 l"'er to-morrow, no.) In
sttai.« \v f ?" r,'Klon <1 the Atlantic
lower »"1J rni" temperature will be

V?" ,/ rn '"«"»» » southward to

elon oJ ron!,5 <o-morrow and In the ror.n.wsaw a'U I"k'S' ,h" °,,|n Valley and
ntu ssee Wednesday. The weather will he

Atlantic' 4',«,fn 'I'" A,Ir",K' and northAtlantic States by Thursday.

r.?,".??,!11"" nt 1'tilted .States Weather Pitreanstations taken at 8 p. M yesterdnv
seventy-fifth meridian time:

Temperature Rainfall
.

'** 24 hrs. Rbid- last 24
tatlons. Illeh. lew. meter, hr*. Weather.

Alt!, i.'e oi 4S 2fMU5 10 IlnlnAlhant tts S2 30.00 .. pt cidvAtlantic City. OS 02 .10 ft" pt' pidv
Raltlmore. 71 36 .tcino " pt' cidvRlstnarck.... 02 ,74 «H p2 Clear

U r'8 20.0(1 .. cioudvRoffa'o ... rs r.4 70.04 Cloudy
S r« K ??«

Cleveland..'.".' M m
20 "2 '1,!

Of 34 20.00 ;; Clear'He roll .... 30 34 sn 02 .01 C .'dv
Helena 52 T 29 *2 14 «»« >Helena ..... 38 3r, 30.12 .. n.nrlaeksonvme.. SO 72 2H.#8 .. r,farKansas City.. 48 40 20.00 2* CloudyLos Angeles.. R4 00 -CT>.03 .. ClearMilwaukee... r,0 41 211.04 .. cioudvNew Orleans 82 70 20 N4 CioudvOklahoma. rs 40 5oot "

clear /
Philadelphia 71 30 30.00 .. CloudyPl»t«hurir.... 70 01 20 0S .OS Rain'Portland, Me. 7! 30 20 00 CioudvPortland, Ore. OS no ,30.0s .. pt ci-'vSalt Rake City 4S p. t 30.1S .! Pt' CldyRan Antonio.. 08 iw 00.Hi 1.00 CloudyS?" L KOi 15 2n !,t Clear
SRn Francisco 71 30 on.00 Clear
St. Louis.... fit r.s 20.SO .04 Cioudv
« 1 .

2 " 2884 CioudvWashington.. 7« r.n 30.00 .. cloudy
local weather recoups.

.
'

.
8 A. M. S P. M.

parameter Ao.oo 20 OS
I timidity a OS0"
Wind.direction s va « n*

Wind-velocity is7
Weather ..Foggy Pt. Cldy
Precipitation Nona jjone
The temperature in this city yesterday, as

recorded by the official thermometer. Is
shown in the annexed table:
8 A. M.. .32 1 P. M...03 (IP. M , 00
0 A. M... 34 2 P. M... OS 7 P. M ..07

1(1 A. M.. 3.7 3 p. M...00 8 P. M...00
II A. M...30 4 P. M...00 0 P. M...00
12 M «1 3 P.M. 09 10 P.M. ..03

1020. 1»10. 1020. 1910
0 A. M 34 37 0 P. PI 00 37
12 M 01 3.7 p P. M (10 37
.7 P. M 00 33 12 Mid 64 37
Highest tempernture, 00. at 5 r. M.
Loweat temperature. 32 at 8 A. M.
Average temperature, 00.

EVENTS TO-DAY.
A testimonial dinner will be tendered to

City Magistrate Joseph S. Schwab In the
Hotel Commodore, 7 P. M.
Alexander D. Noy.es, I). H, Puseau and

James Carson will speak at a lun< boon meetingof the American Exporters and Importers
Association, Whitehall Club. 1_P. M.
C.eortre II Ingnll* will dluniu, "The Prnh

lom of Increasing the Efficiency of Transportation,"at a meeting of the Traffic Club,
Waldorf-Astoria. 8 P. M.
National Association of Audubon Societies,

sixteenth annual meeting, American Museum
of Natural History. Peventy-aeventh street
and Central Park West, 10 A. M.

I >r. Will I'llrant will lecture on "The Social
Evil," under tile ausplcea ijf the Educational
and Cultural Society, Park View Palace.
110th street and Fifth avenue, 8:20 P M
"School for Women Voters." conducted b>

the nepubllean Women's State Executive
Connnlttee, Vanderbllt Hotel, 8 1'. M.
Col. John McA. Palmer will speak on

"Army Organization Pill and Opportunities
for Reserve Officers and Organisations" beforethe New York Post of Amerlean MilitaryEngineers. Engineering Societies Build
inc. 20 West Thirty-ninth street, this evening.
Prof. Ian C. Hannah will lecture on "Self

Hi-termination and Europe. Jo-day" at the
TJrookH'ii Academy of Music, 4 P. M.
Amertvan Bed Cross, meeting, Waldorf

Astoria, 2 P. M.
Insurance Society of New York, dinner,

Hotel Astor, 7 P. M.
National fluslness Show. Orand Central

Palace, 1 P. M. to 11 I». M
American Pletetlc Association, meetings

and exhibit. Hotel McAlpIn, all day.
Koyal T'anlsb Legation, dinner, Waldorf

Astoria, 7 P. M.
Klwanls Club, luncheon. Hotel McAlpln

12 kO P. M.
Thirty-fourth Street Hoard of Trade,

luncheon. Hotel McAlpln, 12:20 P. M.

PUBLIC LECTURES TO-NIGHT.
MANHATTAN ANI> .THE ttllONX

"Trrnd of the Tlmon," by Prof. William
n. Huthrle. Pli. !». nt WadlHgh II. P.. llMh
Htr»'ft And Seventh avenue.
"Ilydrojrm nnd Hydrogen Pbrnxbl**," h\

\V. P. K»tabrooko, Htuyvvsant TT. 8., Fifteenthat reef «nd First avenue.
"Throufcb the Houth 8«'ah." bv Ml** France

T>».| Mat. P. 8. (Ml, H3lf?hty~elffhth atrcot and.
First avenue, Illustrated.
"Orator* of he Slavery Period." by M

Vincent Ollroy, P. 8. 132, 182d street nnd
Wndjovorth avenue.
"Miscellaneous Headings with Illustration*

from the New Port*," by Mr*, lturnn Olllam,
American Museum of Natural History.
Wwt.
"Formation of Onv»mnifn(," l>v Mr*. Maty

K. I.mn', Metropolitan Temple, Seventh av<
nue and Fourteenth street.
"What the City Department of Market*

Mean* to Consumers of tl»<- City," by Mr*,
l.nulso K. Wrlzmlller. P. H. 33, KWth stree'.
Flndlay and Teller avenue*, the Itronx.
''Reenn*truction Pay* In France." by Ml*«

Alma M Dutlowa. P. f. 341, 207th street ami
Hull avenue, the Brum. Illustrated.
"Irish Ufa anil Character." by Mr. Owen

McPhllomy, St. An*clm'« Hall, l.VlHi street,
near Tlnton avenue, the Bronx.

BROOKLYN.
"Trend of the Time*," by Ml** Jennie M.

I>a\l*. at llay Kldse H. H., Fourth avenue
anil Sixty-seventh street
"The violin and Violin M«*lc "_hy Mr

Auitnst Wlnyebseh, dlrl*' II ly Nbetrand
avenue, Halaey nnrt Macon street*.

"IT,a Hook of the Hour," by Prof. .1. O
f'arier Troop, Brooklyn Public Library,
Pacific Branch, Pacific street and Fourth
avenue.
"The Work of the Intelligence Section,

Oeneral Staff. A. F F ." by Major Colman
P. I'rnnk, P. S. J", Conover amf Wuleolt
strei t*.
"The Child a* * National Asset," by Mr«

Rnrn W Lyons, P. H. 174. Ptimnnl, Alabama
and William* avenues. Illustrated

RAI.E Fon ri BAJf sriiooi..

A rummans anle for the benefit of
Htshop Hulas'* School for Hoys In Ma*
tnnxns, Cuba, will he held from Novem*
tier 9 to 13 Inclusive at IBB Kifst Slxtvfourthstreet. It will ho under tho nus*
plcea of the Committee on Cuba and
llaytl of the Women's Auxiliary of the
Ploccse of New York. Articles of any
sort suitable for sale cit\hp delivered at
IIV annross nvinionoii nnrr aovnnwr sMrs.Hull P. McCulloufch In chairman of
the committee, and associated with her
are Mmes. Krncat R. Adee, Kdward C.
Parish, Charlea Sumner Hurch, W. OordonCrawford, Allen Wardwell, Norman
Davis, Francis Rohlilns, fori Tinker
and David I. Macltle and Miss Cornelia
L, Clnrksort. j*y

The Associated Press Is exclusively entitled
to the use for republication of all news despatchescredited to 'It or not otherwise
credited In M>l< pnper ntul also tlta local
gees published hi rein.
All rights of republication of special <le«paichesherein are also reserved. ,


